Horatio and Laertes-
Dramatic Functions
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Support your answer with reference to at least two female characters in the text.

E HAMLET — William Shakespeare

(i) Shakespeare’s play Hamlet has been described as “a disturbing psychological thriller.”

To what extent do you agree or disagree with this description of the play?

In your response you should deal with all aspects of the statement, supporting your
answer with reference to the text.

OR

(ii)  Shakespeare makes effective use of both Laertes and Horatio to fulfil a variety of
dramatic functions in his play, Hamlet.”

Discuss this statement, supporting your answer with reference to the text.
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SECTION II THE COMPARATIVE STUDY (70 marks)

Candidates must answer one question from either A — The General Vision and Viewpoint or B —



Code LF for makes/does not make effective use of Laertes to fulfil a variety of dramatic

functions

Code HF for makes/does not make effective use of Horatio to fulfil a variety of dramatic

functions

Indicative material

Laertes — a foil/parallel to Hamlet, allows the audience consider the possibilities open to
Hamlet, used to present contrasting perspectives on themes like justice and revenge,
adds to the excitement and dramatic action, his interaction with Ophelia is revealing,
pawn/co-conspirator of Claudius, witness against Claudius

Horatio — used as part of the Chorus, effective role as a friend/confidant to Hamlet, used
to anticipate/advance the plot, a reliable and credible reporter, a foil for Hamlet, he
embodies certain attitudes and beliefs, a valuable witness to the action, the custodian of

Hamlet’s legacy

It could be argued that both characters can be seen to be limited in their dramatic

function. Etc.
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Horatlo

 Appears betore Hamlet: establishes himself as a
rellable and sensible commentator on events

* Sees the ghost of the dead king, thereby giving it
legitimacy




« Comments on political matters and says he fears
the Ghost ‘bodes some strange eruption to our
state’

e |Informs the audience of the conflict between




e Less emotional than Hamlet: answers the young prince’s excited
questions about the Ghost calmly and precisely.

o Self-control and lack of passion make him the perfect foil for the
highly-strung Hamlet: his caution contrasts sharply with Hamlet's
iImpulsiveness

e Hamlet admires Horatio’s balance: ‘blest are this whose blood and
judgement are so well comeddled’ ‘Give me the man that is not
passion’s slave, and | will wear him in my heart’s core’




 Hamlet tells Horatio, and by extension the
audience, of his plan to use the play within the
play to prove Claudius’ guilt.

 Hamlet's conversation with Horatio after the play




e Horatio is the epitome of loyalty in a corrupt, self-serving
court.

* His support of Hamlet never wavers. He may not play an
active role in Hamlet's schemes, but he is always there
to offer advice and a sympathetic ear.

e Horatio’s character is never developed beyond showin
how intelligent, fruthful, reliable and loyal he is.




* Acts as a sounding board for Hamlet's
philosophical comments on life and death.

 He is a true friend because, although he is on
amlet's side, he never shows the sycophantic
agreement of other courtiers

» It appears he is taken aback by Hamlet's callous




e Horatio’'s good sense makes him suspicious of the duel
petween Hamlet and Laertes and he tries to persuade his
friend not to participate. His reaction heightens the dramatic
tension as the audience wonders if Hamlet will heed his
words.

e Horatio’s reaction to Hamlet's death highlights the tragedy of
the young prince’'s untimely death

le than live with




| aertes

* Loves Ophelia but, like Polonius, does his best |



* In Act 4 Scene 5, Laertes vows to be ‘revenged/
Most thoroughly’ for Polonius™ murder

e His instant action contrasts with Hamlet's
naction. Where Hamlet overthinks the matter,
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e | aertes shows how those who are bent on
'evenge can become morally compromised.

* He says he is willing to cut Hamlet’s throat I
nurch’ it needs be




e Laertes is redeemed somewhat in the final screen. He
admits that he has been ‘killed with mine own treachery’
and asks Hamlet to ‘Exchange forgiveness’ with him

* |In his final speech, he acknowledges Hamlet's nobility

e Foil to Hamlet but not all Hamlet should be. Allows
himself to be corrupted in his desire to have revenge at




